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[8] 
Gentlemen 

I had the honor of writing you y e 5 march and 
sent you two copies thereof wherein you'll observe y c 
then prospect I had of speedily compleating the busi- 
ness I was sent to Europe on But y e loss y e trade this 
kingdom met with, y e reports from England of the suc- 
cess of their troops in Georgia with Count D'Estaing's 
situation damped y* spirit of those in trade so much 
that I could procure no credit from them excepting 
about one hundred thousand livres from the house at 
Nantes that was to do all y e -business, my chief depend- 
ance for money being those in Trade I was not a little 
chagrined at this. However I then determined to ap- 
ply to government and went to Paris where M 1 Franklin 
introduced me by letter to M r de Sartine who heard my 
proposals and desired me to state them to him in writ- 
ing which I immediately did as follows 

To lend me y" money y e State of South Carolina au- 
thorised me to borrow in Europe 

To join me in y" security ye State had given me if 
monies were to be procured in any other place. 

To sell me three of their Frigates ready for sea pay- 
able here in two and five years with Interest or pay- 



132 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

able in provisions of our produce by y e State at any of 
their Foreign Islands at any time they would fix and 
these provisions or even naval stores to be conveyed by 
the S C fleet to one of their foreign islands, this I 
urged in preference to y e other proposals because I knew 
these Frigates would be partly useful to America in 
general and to Georgia in particular by helping to break 
up y" English expedition in that quarter this I fully ex- 
plained to M r Franklin and M r de Sartine requesting 
them to persue a plan I would draw up for an expedi- 
tion against Georgia that I am sure might with y e aid 
of our army there secure all y e British Army, Forces, 
Ammunition provisions and shipping, — it was for 
them if they would not sell me three frigates to send 
three ships of y e line three Frigates two cutters and six 
row gallies all of y e easiest draft of water to Georgia 
first making ye island of [blank] to know their exact 
distance from St Augustine the to proceed off that Bar 
and take all that was there, then to send to Georgia 
& South Carolina for advices when I conceive this 
Fleet would've secured all y e British vessels there or 
thereabouts, this done they might have gone to His- 
paniola or Martinico and joined their fleet there carry- 
ing a convoy of provisions with them for their Navy and 
Army, all of this need not have detained them longer 
than about 25 days more than if this small Squadron had 
sailed directly from here for their islands, and as I 
knew there was a reinforcement going to their Islands 
I thought they could not be better employed than taking 
this sudden and unexpected trip to Georgia in their 
way. — To remove a difficulty that was hinted at I re- 
moved it by saying that I would go in this fleet with all 
my officers as volunteers provided that M r Sartine 
would here agree to let y e State of South Carolina have 
all y e vessels, stores, & ammunition this fleet took that 
would suit them either on paying for all of them here or 
on paying for them in y e foreign islands in provisions 
at y e price that the French commandg officer and y" person y* 
State would choose to value them at — this Equitable 
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proposal was objected to, I therefore renewed my 
former request with these additions because I thought 
they might object aiding any State without y e support 
of Congress. 

That I would request y e favor of y e State to apply to 
Congress to become guarantee for y e State to those I 
should borrow money from and for Congress to support 
y* measure of fitting out y" three Frigates this I did 
because I suppose Congress would readily do it as in 
my humble opinion a navy to my State is a Navy to 
America in general and that South Carolina does not 
confine herself to such narrow limits but to y" continent 
in general, thus would've offered (instead of being 
asked) to Congress any aid their ships could've given 
but this availed nothing is M 1 ' de Sartine told me that 
my application was y e same as if Congress had author- 
ised me to make it — I therefore proposed give me but 
one good Frigate on paying you what monies I have 
here and paying y e balance in two years, or as I have 
monies enough to build y e hull of a ship and to pay 
advanced wages will you furnish me with the materials 
to fit her for Seas on a short credit, this is well as y e 
other proposals was refused. I then requested him M r 
de Sartine to favor me with a written answer to y e proposals 
I made him and assured him that y e State would be pleased 
he would do it and assign y" reasons why their great and 
generous allies would not assist them, I also asked a 
passage for y e few officers that were here say 2 Cap- 
tains — 2 Lts of Marines & 4 midshipmen in y" Frigate 
that was going with ye ambassador as they could ruff 
it rather than lose the opportunity of going to serve 
their invaded Country, he desired me to apply by letter 
which I immediately did three weeks since but hitherto 
have received no answer whatever thus all hopes of aid 
from this government are at an end, — I am trying to 
borrow some monies in Amsterdam by obligations as 
they there term it having got a house there to under- 
take it who gives me some hopes of success I have also 
proposed y e matter to y* directors general of y e Society 
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of y e maritime commerce at Berlin who are determined 
to trade with America as they have wrote me thereon 
whereby I had y e opportunity of proposing the States 
business them but if nothing is done there or in Hol- 
land I then think of laying out what monies I have in 
Materials for three ships and send them to America by 
y e best opportunity which perhaps may be St Eustatius 
as then ye State if they persevere in their original war 
can order y e Frigates to be built in Boston, Portsmouth, 
Philadelphia, or Charles Town South Carolina as they 
think proper or if they chuse to sell these materials 
they will yield more than the first sum of £500,000 of 
currency voted and expended in this affair thus there is 
a prospect of y" State losing nothing by this intent of 
having a Navy, perhaps they may ask Congress for their 
share of y e Continental fleet or fall on some other mode. 
As I am denied a passage in y e French Frigate by M r de 
Sartine or in y" Alliance by M r Franklin for y" officers to 
return to America I must see and procure their passage 
elsewhere I shall also return as soon as I've finished 
all ye State business under my care, pardon me for trou- 
bling you with this affair but I tho't it wou'd be satis- 
factory to you to know what I had done here & what 
assistance we in future must expect from this govern- 
ment. I've sent Gov Rutledge copies and particularly 
of all my correspondence here on this matter with some 
remarks that America ought to know, no doubt he will 
furnish you with such as he deems necessary out of 
them. I find Capt Jones is now ready with y e following 
vessels under his command, 

Bon Homme Richard 44 guns 400 men, An old India- 

[man. 

Alliance 36 " 200 " 

Pallas 32 " 250 " A merchant- 

[man. 

A Ship 20 " 200 " D°. 

2 Cutters of 18 Guns & 200 men each 

A brig of 14 " 100 " 

12 Chase-Maris or tenders. 
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Y e two first appear under continental colours and 
all y" rest under French colours and with French offi- 
cers having continental marine commissions but I am 
told they are to hoist Continental colours as soon as out 
to Sea what a useful fleet this might prove on America's 
shore to scour it of y e privateers that are ruining your 
trade to break up y e Georgia expedition and to gather 
strength by picking up the y" straggling British cruisers, 
but M r Franklin told me they were not going to America 
thus suppose they may be going on a project that is 
expected to prove more advantageous to certain parties 
Time must prove who is right — I craved M r Adams to 
take charge of this packet with my letters to S° Caro- 
lina which he will deliver you. — will you be pleased to 
forward them by y e very first safe hand as they are of 
much consequence to our State M r Adams would've 
aided me much had I met him at Paris, M r Lee and M r 
Izard did all in their power but when people are pre- 
determined not to help us & when those whom America 
has appointed to support her requests & are averse to 
y e measure itself it avails little to have y" aid of such 
gentlemen as Mess 8 Adams, Lee & Izard whose assist- 
ance had they been in power would've procured I 
should suppose at least a something. May I crave you 
to present my respect to M r Jay and such of y e delegates 
as I've the honor of being known to and believe me to 
be very much 

Gent" 

Your most obed' Servt 
A. Gillon 

L'Orient 15 June 1779 

To the Honorable the Delegates from y e State of South 
Carolina at y e Continental Congress Philadelphia. — 



